
      June 29, 2007 

 

 

 

Governor Charlie Crist 

Office of Governor Charlie Crist 

The Capitol 

Tallahassee, FL  32399-0001 

 

 Re: Investigation of Environmental Protection Commission’s Board of Directors 

  Hillsborough County, Florida 

 

Governor Crist: 

 

We the people of Hillsborough County, including all jurisdictions therein, hereby respectfully 

request that you investigate the actions and the composition of the board of directors of the 

Hillsborough County Environmental Protection Commission (EPC) for reasons outlined below.  

The actions taken in three board meetings from March, 2007 through June, 2007 have displayed 

this board of directors’: 

 

1. Inability to act in the best interest of the agency;  

 

2. Inability to distinguish between their roles as board of directors of EPC and the board 

of the Hillsborough County Commission;  and most importantly,  

 

3. Inability to act in the best interest of the public.   

 

We believe the recent actions of this board of directors rise to the same level of concern which 

compelled you to investigate the Hillsborough County Expressway Authority’s board.   

 

As you are aware, the EPC is a state legislatively created body which regulates air, water 

(wetlands), and noise for unincorporated Hillsborough County, cities of Tampa, Temple Terrace 

and Plant City.  All four jurisdictions have comprehensive plans, land development codes and 

ordinances interwoven with the stricter standards of review and regulation of the EPC.  The 

stricter standards within the EPC rules are the whole reason the EPC was created to begin with – 

the public wanted stricter controls on the environment than offered by the state and federal 

governments.   

 

At the March 15, 2007, EPC board meeting, an amendment filed on a bill to take away local 

control of wetlands was discussed by the board.  Since EPC was a direct example used in 

Tallahassee legislative session and passage of the amendment would mean the elimination of the 

wetlands division of EPC, the staff asked permission to defend the organization in Tallahassee.  

As you can see from the enclosed transcript, the board of directors of the EPC voted 5-2 to NOT 

allow the organization to participate, let alone defend itself on this issue.  How can this even 
remotely be considered acting in the best interest of the agency?  How is this acting in the 
best interest of the public? 
 
Thankfully, you had advised in the newspapers that your red pen was out on that amendment, 

and the amendment died.  On behalf of all of us, THANK YOU for assisting in saving our EPC. 
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Since duplication with other agencies and streamlining the wetlands permitting process was an 

issue, staff was instructed to review same and come back with recommendations at the next 

meeting. 

   

During the May 17, 2007 board meeting, the board of directors reviewed the processes on 

wetland regulation of the county staff, EPC, Southwest Florida Water Management District, and 

DEP.  Delegation of wetlands regulation from the water management district was also discussed.  

During the public comment portion of the meeting it was very clear from the dozens of citizens 

testifying that they wanted EPC to regulate stricter control over our wetlands.  Other testimony 

included Steve Dibbs (a well known developer with a very visible vendetta toward the EPC), his 

family, employees and his “expert land use team” all asking for our local EPC wetlands 

regulation surrendered to the state water management district.   

 

Two things were very interesting at this meeting:  1)  Other than the Dibbs’ team and a couple of 

other development interests, there was a suspicious absence of the “usual” development interests 

in the county, ie. homebuilders, land use attorneys, and planners; 2)  Of particular interest was an 

attorney from the Hopping, Green law firm in Tallahassee standing at the podium requesting that 

our board of directors eliminate the EPC.  Why is a Tallahassee state-wide development 
industry lobbyist law firm interested in Hillsborough County’s EPC?  (Please note that this 

is the same law firm that brought forward the amendment to take away local control of wetlands 

regulation during the session.)  A copy of the May 17, 2007 meeting transcript is enclosed for 

your review. 

 

At the continuation of this issue at the June 21, 2007 meeting, again only the Dibbs’ team and 

interests were in attendance (absence of “usual” development interests noted for a second time) 

as were a few citizens.  A motion was made by the board of directors of EPC to eliminate the 

wetlands division of the EPC, and to amend the comprehensive plan and land development code 

to mirror the water management district’s regulations.  The motion passed 4-3.  The June 21, 

2007 transcript is enclosed. 

 

Inappropriate handling of this meeting: 

 

1. The agenda for the meeting did not reflect an item on eliminating the wetlands 

division, let alone any action to be taken on the matter.   

 

2. Public comment was not allowed on this issue even though the Chairman of the 

Board advised on the record that it would be; 

 

3. The Executive Director was not allowed to present his report, which contained 

recommendations on streamlining, duplication and a one-stop development 

permitting hybrid as requested by the board of directors.  He was finally timed 3 

minutes after the motion was made to speak. 
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4. The board of directors’ discussions on the county’s budget was from the perspective 

of a county commissioner versus a board of director for EPC.  Even when staff 

advised that EPC had already made the requested budget cuts required by the county, 

the board of directors still passed the motion to eliminate the wetlands division for 

county budget reasons outside the purview of the EPC board. 

 

5. This board of directors unilaterally made a decision for all four jurisdictions in 

Hillsborough County without consulting them or putting the issue on the agenda for 

proper notice.  The wetlands division is a rule and there was no legal notice of a 

hearing on rulemaking.  Therefore, we question whether the action of the board of 

directors is even legal. 

 

6. This decision by this board of directors did not act in the best interest of its own 

agency, the public or of Tampa, Temple Terrace and Plant City.  This was brought to 

their attention during discussions by Commissioner Mark Sharpe, but ignored.  As a 

matter of fact, we don’t know who or what interests their actions represented, but 

there is a connection between Tallahassee lobbyist firm, and a local developer, Steve 

Dibbs, and our board of directors of EPC as all of this has been orchestrated too well.  

Attached are emails and letters regarding the Dibbs/Hopping, Green law firm in 

Tallahassee. 

 

Hillsborough County has an abundance of lakes, creeks, the Hillsborough River, Tampa Bay, 

Hillsborough Bay and all its estuaries that need a higher standard of regulation for protection.  

The Hillsborough River is a drinking water source as well as an already damaged water body we 

are trying to correct.  We can’t afford political gaming with our precious natural resources. 

 

In conclusion, we believe the actions of the board of directors of EPC constitute official 
misconduct (malfeasance); wrongful exercise of lawful authority (misfeasance); and, 
neglect of duty bestowed upon them by legislative act. 
  

Governor, please look at the inequities in the composition of the board of directors.  We don’t 

believe the interests of all the jurisdictions are represented.  Please look at the actions taken by 

this board of directors to protect the public interest in this county.  If there is any additional 

information that you need from us, please use the contact information below. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

WE, THE PEOPLE, OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY (see attached) 

 
Enc: Transcripts from 3/15, 5/17 and 6/21/07 of EPC meetings 
 Articles and Editorials from the Tampa Tribune and St. Petersburg Times 

 Dibbs/Hopping, Green connection documents 

 Letter from Congresswoman Kathy Castor 
 6/21/07 Agenda 

 Dr. Garrity’s 6/21/07 Recommendation 

 
Contact Info: Coalition 4 Responsible Growth, Inc. 

  Attn:  Denise Layne 

  2504 Ayers Hill Court 

  Lutz, FL  33559 

  (813) 246-0485  
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WE, THE PEOPLE OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 
 
 
 

Roger P. Stewart, Past Executive Director, EPC 

Antioch, FL 

 

Dawn Galuska 
19505 Morden Blush Drive 
Lutz, FL 33558 
813-792-2221 - home 
dmddawn@aol.com 
 
Carlton Lewis Jr. 
9510 Letterstone Ct. 
Tampa, FL  33615-1972 

Tel: (813) 881-0477 

Email: clewis1@tampabay.rr.com 
 

B. John Ovink, Esq. 
Ovink & Calo, L.L.P., an immigration law firm.  
 see our website at www.ovinkcalolaw.us 
 contact me at: john@ovinkcalolaw.us 
Tampa, FL 
 
Edward Schroering 

Robin Gordon 

  children Mina Schroering and Marisa Schroering 

Temple Terrace, FL 

 

Board of Directors, Lutz Civic Association, Inc. 

Steve Polzin, President 

P.O. Box 1 

Lutz, FL  33548 

 
Jay Muffly, Citizen 

Lutz Florida 

 

Grant Walters 

Tampa, FL 

 
Lisa Rodriguez 

1808 Lido Drive 

Brandon, FL  33511 

lisaadco@yahoo.com 
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WE, THE PEOPLE OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 
 
 
 

 

Mariella Smith 

108 Janie St. 

Ruskin, FL 33570 

813-645-4218 

 

Mike Fite 

Lutz, FL 

 

Barbara Fite 

Lutz, FL 

 

Kenneth and Sharon Espinola 
504 Shadow Grove Ct. 
Lutz, FL  33548 Ph. 1-813-948-0539 
E-mail: res04pn8@gte.net 
 

Sara Romeo, Executive Director 
Tampa Crossroads, Inc. 
5118 N. Nebraska Ave. 
Tampa, Fl.   33603 

813-238-5210 

 

Terry J. Flott, Chair 

United Citizens' Action Network  (U-CAN) 

Seffner, FL 

813-689-8490 
 
Grant Rimbey 
Temple Terrace, FL 
grimbey@ij.net 
  

Susan Pierce Rimbey 
Temple Terrace, FL 
susanpierceRimbey1@verizon.net 
  

Colonel J. Worth Williams 
Temple Terrace, FL  
813-988-4449 
  

J.T. and Wendy Badger 
Temple Terrace, FL  
813-988-9398 
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WE, THE PEOPLE OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 
 
 
 
Howard Johnston 
Temple Terrace, FL 
  

Bill Rains 
Temple Terrace, FL 
  

Linda Beckman 
Temple Terrace, FL 
  

Al Martini 
Temple Terrace, FL 
  

Al Latina 
Temple Terrace, FL 
  

The Citizens for the Revitalization of Temple Terrace (CRTT) 
 http://www.pfweb.com/CRTT/ 
  

Friends of the Temple Terrace Parks 
Temple Terrace, FL 
813-914-9037 
  

The Temple Terrace Preservation Society 
Temple Terrace, FL 
 http://www.templeterrace.com/misc/history_index.htm 
 
Denise Layne 

2504 Ayers Hill Court 

Lutz, FL  33559 

 

Charles Layne 

2504 Ayers Hill Court 

Lutz, FL  33559 

 
Ardyth Bahr 
19115 Alice Circle 
Lutz, FL 
 
Ric Bahr 
19115 Alice Circle 
Lutz, FL 
 
Hans K. Schellenberg 

Odessa, FL 
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WE, THE PEOPLE OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 
 

 

 

 

Coalition 4 Responsible Growth, Inc. 

2504 Ayers Hill Court 

Lutz, FL  33559 

813-246-0485 

deelayne@tampabay.rr.com 

 
Carole Mehlman 
4015 E. Hanlon St. 
Tampa, FL 33617 
  

Eleanor and Leon Cecil 
1701 Curry Road 
Lutz, FL  33549 
 

Leslie Horton 

8011 Beaty Grove Drive 

Tampa, FL  33626 

813-920-3837 

 

Linda Saul-Sena 
Tampa, FL   
 
Wofford & Ann Johnson 

4625 Longfellow Avenue 

Tampa, FL  33629 

  
Marlin Anderson 
President, Sunset Park Area Homeowners Association 
Tampa, FL 
marlin@tampabay.rr.com 
813-288-1950 
 

Pam Prysner, President 
Rural Lithia Area Neighborhood Defense, Inc. (R-LAND) 
PO Box 330  
Lithia, FL  33547 
president@r-land.org 
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WE, THE PEOPLE OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 
 
 
 
Keystone Civic Association, Inc. 

And the following members individually: 

 
Tom Aderhold, President 

Charles C. Moore 

Jo Schellenberg 

David Dent 

Karen L. Rafferty 

Tom Rafferty 

Larry D. Flynn 

Frances S. Barksdale 

Fred H. Lively 

Janet L. Lively 

Greg Riski 

Vaughn Wood 

Jeff Kocher 

Barbara Dowling 

Danny Thrasher 

Steve Morris 

 

Jan Fowler 
Odessa, FL 
 
Greg Colvin 
Odessa, FL 
 
Deborah Cope (Positions held within the community): 
Growth Management Chair, Tampa Bay Sierra Club 

Member, Hillsborough County Citizens Environmental Advisory Committee to the EPC 

Member, Mayor’s Environmental Roundtable, Tampa 

Board of Directors, Coalition 4 Responsible Growth 

debcope@tampabay.rr.com  

(813) 335-5374 
 

George and Glenda Piasecki 
16130 Colding Loop 

Wimauma, FL 33598 

813-634-3987 

Registered voters 
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WE, THE PEOPLE OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 
 

 

 

Seffner Community Alliance. Inc. 

Terry J. Flott, President 

P.O. Box 6434 

Seffner, Fl.  33583-6434 

689-8490 

tflott@earthlink.net 

 
Taryn Sabia, Co-founder 

Urban Charrette 

Adam Fritz, Co-founder 

Urban Charrette 

Tampa, FL 

www.urbancharrette@gmail.com 
(Urban Charrette is a newly formed organization under the non-profit Tampa Community Design Center.  Urban 

Charrette is an urban design collaborative which advocates for a "livable" Tampa Bay region.  Our members include 

architects, planners, landscape architects, business owners, developers, students, and policy makers.) 

 

Wade Clark – President 
Ruskin Community Development Foundation, Inc. 
Ruskin, FL 
 

Melanie Higgins 

2916 West Pearl Ave. 
Tampa, FL 33611 

813-625-1271 
 
Kim K. Del Rance, LEED® A.P. 
Kim.DelRance@GouldEvans.com 

5405 West Cypress Street - Suite 112 

Tampa, Florida 33607 

p 813.288.0729 f 813 288 0231 
 

TAYLOR IKIN 
4513 W. Lamb Ave. 
Tampa, FL 33629 
(813) 839-2480 
www.taylorikin.com 
nikin@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Elizabeth Strom 
Carrollwood 
Tampa, FL 
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WE, THE PEOPLE OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 
 
 
 
Dorman Browning Crossing Neighborhood Association 

Brenda Fewox, representative  

Hillsborough County, FL 

Brenda.Fewox@achieveglobal.com 
 
Jacqueline Lee Cook 

4021 West Corona St. 
Tampa, FL 33629 
 

William L. Dean 

wdean24@aol.com 

 

Don Shea 

don.shea@gmail.com 

 

JoAnn Shea  

joann2027@aol.com 

 

Michelle & Jon Kenoyer  

mandjkenoyer@yahoo.com 

 

Mike & Angie Angel 

RAngel6454@aol.com 

 

Sierra Club Tampa Bay Group 
Tampa, FL 
 
And as Individual Members: 
Bev Griffiths, Chair 
David Roset, Vice Chair 
Sharon Terrill, Treasurer 
Betty Buckley, Secretary 
Rheda Weeks 
Marcia Biggs 
Ryan Bose 
Steve Tryon 
 
Sam Mirabella Jr. 
813-505-7695 
 
Marcella and Kermit O'Steen 

P.O. Box 212 

Balm FL 33503 
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WE, THE PEOPLE OF HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 
 

 

 

Beverly J. Griffiths 
7201 Alafia Ridge Rd. 
Riverview, FL 33569 

813-741-3054 
 

Timothy M. Griffiths 

7201 Alafia Ridge Rd. 
Riverview, FL 33569 

813-741-3054 
 
Dotti Groover 
Executive Director 
TAKE CHARGE!!! Lifestyle Management, Inc.  
(813) 932-9019 
(813) 935-3663 fax 
(800) 238-9861 
takecharge@mindspring.com 
 
 
Cam Oberting 
Seffner, FL 
 
Ellie Montague 
Tampa, FL 
 
Mike Angel 
Angie Angel 
Valrico, FL 
RAngel6454@aol.com 


